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CHINA PATENTS & TRADEMARKS NO.3, 2021

On Rules for Examining
Partial Designs

Li Yonghong

|. Legal value of partial designs

The China’s Patent Law taking effect on 1 June 2021
clarifies that patent protection shall be conferred on partial

designs of a product. So far, years - long debates over
whether partial designs are eligible for patent protection
have been eventually settled.

Protection of partial designs, as a legislative achieve-
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* MPEP 1504 Examination [R-10.2019] In design patent applications,
ornamentality, novelty, nonobviousness enablement and definiteness
are necessary prerequisites to the grant of a patent. Trade journals as
well as available foreign patent databases are also to be consulted.
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