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3. The non-recitation of a technical feature in a claim,
except closed-ended claims for chemical compositions, only
means that the technical feature is not defined, but does not
exclude said technical feature.

(1) Non-recitation of a technical feature means the fea-
ture is not defined.

Although the patent law specifies that a claim shall de-
limit a clear scope of protection, it does not require that all
the technical features of a final product or method must be
recited. For instance, a claim is directed to “a bicycle char-
acterized by comprising wheels and handlebars”, which is
an acceptable claim having a clear scope of protection un-
der the patent law. However, in addition to the above com-
ponents, a bicycle surely comprises other components (like
pedals or chains) that are not recited in the claim, or other-
wise, it cannot be used. Under such circumstances, the

question is whether the components not recited in the
claim are excluded.

The answer to this question is negative. A technical fea-
ture not mentioned in a claim merely means that the techni-
cal feature is not defined in the claim, but does not imply
that it is excluded from the claim. In the sense of determin-
ing the scope of protection, a literally undefined technical
feature does not need to be taken into account in compari-
son with prior art or with an allegedly infringing product un-
less it is implicitly defined. For instance, as for the claim di-
rected to “a bicycle characterized by comprising wheels
and handlebars” as mentioned above, it can be deemed
that all the technical features of the claim are disclosed as
long as a prior art bicycle has wheels and handlebars, and
therefore the claim lacks novelty. It does not matter whether
other technical features, like pedals or chains, are dis-
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