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CHINA PATENTS & TRADEMARKS NO.2, 2025

Conflict and Coordination
Between UPC Revocation
Proceedings and EPO
Opposition Proceedings

— Starting from the Patent Revocation/Opposition Actions
Concerning Patent No. EP3414708

Zhang Taolve and Kang Junhu

l. Introduction

With Germany’s formal ratification of the Agreement on
a Unified Patent Court (hereinafter referred to as “UPCA”)
and its deposit of instrument of ratification with the Council
of the European Union on 17 February 2023, the Unified Pat-
ent Court (hereinafter referred to as “UPC”), which had
been prepared for many years, was eventually put into offi-
cial operation as of 1 June 2023 in accordance with Article
89(1) of the UPCA. Statistics showed that within the first
year of business of the UPC, there have been filed more

than 370 proceedings, most of which involve procedural as-
pects and provisional measures, rather than substantive is-
sues of patent law ". It indicates that various interested par-
ties are actively testing and exploring the specific practice
under such a new system. Among a multitude of procedural
issues, how to coordinate the relationship between the revo-
cation proceedings and opposition proceedings on a uni-
tary patent remains one of the focal concerns.

The UPC has exclusive jurisdiction over actions for in-
fringement and actions for revocation of European patents.
In the light of the definition of “patent” in Article 2 of the UP-
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